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candidates for Assembly polls

Jatin Anand

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Con-

gress rang in the New Year

on Thursday by declaring a

list of 24 candidates for the
| upeoming Assembly
| elections.

Apart from nine former
MLAs, including latest en-
trant to the party’s Delhi
unit Shoaib Ighal, the list in-
cludes the names of leaders
| who contested the previous

Assembly elections, but
came in second and two for-
mer presidents of the Delhi
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (DPCC).

Three-time former Delhi
Chief Minister Sheila Diksh-
it, who lost to Aam Aadmi
Party's Arvind Kejriwal,
does not figure in the list,
However, according to a se-
nior leader, she will play a
major part in the party's
campaign behind the scenes,

“The pattern on which the
list of candidates was decid-
ed is based on considera-
tions of popularity,
development work initiated
by them, as well as the candi-
dates’ experience in the Cap-
ital's political life,” added a
party leader.

The first list included De-
vender Yadav from Badli, Jai
Kishan from Sultanpur Maj-
ra, Prahlad Singh Sawhney
from Chandni Chowlk, Ha-
roon Yusuf from Ballimaran,
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Asif Mohammad Khan from
Okhla, Chaudhary Mateen
Ahmed from Seelampur,
Delhi unit chief Arvinder
Singh from Gandhi Nagar

and Hasan Ahmed from
Mustafabad.

Former Delhi unit chiefs
Surender Eumar will contest
from reserved seat Bawana,
while Subhash Chopra has

been fielded from his tradi-

Arvinder Singh
- (Gandhinagar)

Harun Yusuf
~ (Ballimaran)

I Devendra Yadav ¥ Asif Mohammed
 dobishen Gutaiger | T PP
Majra, will seek his | b Mateen Ahmbd
fiifth term) fm will seek
b Prahlad Singh -
Sawahney (Chandni | b Hasan Ahmed
Chawk) {Mustafabad)

tional Kalkaji seat. All oth-
ers, barring Mr. Igbal who
recently joined Congress
from the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed), are runners up.
Meanwhile, the party is
learnt to have formally writ-
ten to leaders across the
country, asking them to
make their way to and camp
upwards of a month in the
Capital to assist the latter in

mobilising support for the
polls,

As has already been’ re-
ported, prominent party
leaders from across north-
ern India will be ignogd

the notificatiogrof the polls.
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Hasty changes
in land law

hen a law is enacted after considerable
debate and consultation, it will be wise to
study the experience of its implementa-
tion for some time before it is amended,
in order to address perceived difficulties. Any such
amendment within the first year of its entry into force,
especially one pushed through as an ordinance, will be
inevitably perceived as hasty, even if on the positive
side it is meant to eliminate delays in land acquisition,
In this backdrop, the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (Amendment) Ordinance, 2014, is bound
to face criticism that the changes constitute a signif-
icant dilution of a progressive law. The Congress and
the Left parties are likely to oppose the changes when
the law comes to Parliament in the form of a bill to
replace the ordinance. In substance, the ordinance
makes a significant change by omitting in respect of a
wide range of projects the requirements of a social
impact assessment study, the informed consent of a
large section of the families affected by the acquisition
of land. These projects include those that are vital to
national security and defence, rural infrastructure, af-
fordable housing and housing for the poor, besides
industrial corridors and infrastructure and social in-
frastructure projects. The vital element of making ac-
quisition a consultative and participative process may
thus be subject to bureaucratic discretion,

The principle of ‘eminent domain’, which justifies
the compulsory acquisition of land by the state for a
public purpose, normally ought to be accompanied by a
duty to give fair compensation. However, the colonial
Land Acquisition Act of 1894 had in effect reduced
compensation to a mere token in relation to the market
value, and for decades it was used to deprive many,
mostly farmers, of their land for a pittance. Last year's
law radically altered this relationship between citizen
and state and created a fair compensation right, as well
as a new structure for rehabilitation and resettlement.
It also cast a duty on the government to create specified
amenities in every resettlement area. Thankfully, the
ordinance does not dilute these provisions, but addi-
tionally extends them to a list of Acts that were previ-
ously exempted. However, this is not its own
contribution, as the original Act itself said such a provi-
sion shall be enacted within a year. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has projected the amendments as those
that strengthen protection for the affected families and
also removes difficulties in implementation. Perhaps
the regime’s intentions could have been better under-
stood had the changes been introduced as a bill in
Parliament and referred to a committee for appraisal.




